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5 “But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid,  

for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here;  

for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. “  

Matthew 28 5-6 NKJV 
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The Path of Discipleship with James Vlosich 

“Wherever We Go, God is With Us” 

 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what 
you will wear… Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Fa-
ther feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?” (Matthew 6:25–26) 

 

In February, I read a couple of books about Negro League Baseball. What stayed with me most was how uncertain and 
unglamorous the travel was for Black baseball players in those days. Many of them stepped onto the field not knowing 
where they would eat or where they would lay their heads that night. Because of the color of their skin, hotels and restau-
rants were often closed to them. Teams carried a Green Book (a small guide that listed the few places where Black travelers 
might be welcomed). Even with that book guiding them, there were still very few places to go. 

 

Sometimes these players slept on the bus. Sometimes they were welcomed into the homes of kind families. Sometimes 
they found rest in church basements. As they traveled from town to town, they had to trust that someone would show 
kindness, that someone would see them not just as athletes, but as people. 

 

In a life like that, faith becomes more than something you say; it becomes something you live. When you don’t know 
where you will eat or sleep, you begin to understand what Jesus means when he says, “Do not worry.” Not because the 
road is easy, but because God is present on it. You learn to trust that even when the world turns you away, God does not. 

 

I know in my own life, there were seasons when hard moments shook me to my core. It wasn’t until I began to lean on 
Jesus as my source of strength and hope that I found I could not only get through those struggles, but I could grow 
through them as well. 

 

Those players I read about carried more than gloves and uniforms from city to city. They carried hope. Many of them 
carried a quiet faith and a belief that wherever the road took them, God was already there ahead of them, preparing a 
place, stirring a heart, and opening a door. 

 

And that is where their story meets our faith. So often, we don’t know what lies ahead. It can be hard to live with that 
kind of uncertainty. But Scripture reminds us of this simple promise: wherever we go, God is with us. 

 

God is with us on the long road. God is with us in the seasons that wear us down. And even when we do not know the 
destination, we can trust that God walks the journey with us. 

 

James Vlosich 
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Notes From The Bench    
                                                                              

From Lenten Restraint to Easter Joy  

As we move through Lent, into Easter, and toward the turn of the church year, sacred 
music teaches us something the world is not always very good at teaching, how to wait 
well.  

For me, these seasons are not just names on a calendar. They shape sound, pacing, 
color, and even restraint. Lent invites a kind of holy simplicity. The music is not meant to 
be plain for its own sake, but intentional, prayerful, and focused. In these weeks, we lis-
ten for depth rather than brilliance. We allow space for repentance, reflection, and long-
ing. The Church does not rush to Easter, and the music should not rush there either.  

Scripture gives us this pattern. Lent echoes the call of Joel, “Return to me with all your 
heart” (Joel 2:12), and the plea of Psalm 51, “Create in me a clean heart, O God” 
(Psalm 51:10). We also follow Christ on the road toward Jerusalem, toward suffering, 
and toward the cross, as passages like Luke 9:51 and Philippians 2:8 remind us. In that 
light, sacred music in Lent becomes a companion to prayer. It helps us dwell in the sea-
son’s seriousness without losing hope.  

At the bench, this affects both repertoire and registration. I find myself choosing music 
that emphasizes clarity, sobriety, and warmth rather than sheer brilliance. Chorale set-
tings, quieter meditations, and pieces with a more transparent texture often serve the 
season well. The goal is not to flatten the emotional life of worship, but to support the 
liturgy’s character and let the text, especially congregational hymn texts, carry their full 
weight.  

Registration choices follow the same logic. During Lent, I generally lean on gentler foun-
dation stops, soft principals, flutes, and strings, often centered on an 8' tone with modest 
support rather than a full principal chorus. These colors can sustain singing beautifully 
while preserving a sense of reserve. The sound remains supportive and expressive, but 
not triumphant in the Easter sense. Even small decisions, a quieter accompaniment 
manual, fewer couplers, a more restrained pedal line, can shape the congregation’s 
sense of the season.  

One especially meaningful practice in this season is the intentional holding back of cer-
tain festive sonorities, particularly reeds and mixtures, until Easter Day. In organ terms, 
reeds (such as trumpet or oboe stops) add brilliance, edge, and proclamation, while 
mixtures add upper-work sparkle and brightness to the principal chorus. They are won-
derful colors, but part of their power lies in timing. By refraining from those sounds 
through Lent, we preserve a real musical contrast between penitential seasons and         
festal ones.  



Notes From The Bench (Continued)   
That restraint is not arbitrary, and it is certainly not about making Lent joyless. It is 
about telling the Church’s story truthfully. The liturgical year forms us through con-
trast. We fast and then feast. We kneel and then stand to sing with renewed 
strength. We hear quieter, more inward colors, and then on Easter morning the 
room blooms with sound. The organ becomes a teacher here, not by words, but by 
disciplined choices that help the congregation feel what the season is saying.  

Then Easter arrives, and the musical palette opens in a wholly different way.  

The Resurrection changes the soundscape because it changes everything. The 
women hear at the tomb, “He is not here, but has risen” (Luke 24:6), and the 
Church answers that proclamation not only with speech, but with song. “Christ has 
been raised from the dead” (1 Corinthians 15:20), and “This is the day that the 
Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). Easter music 
should sound like that kind of news, not generic happiness, but astonished, full-
bodied joy.  

For the organist, this means the resources held in reserve can finally return. Reeds 
and mixtures, absent through Lent, now serve their proper purpose in proclaiming 
resurrection joy. Principal choruses can be fuller, hymn introductions can carry 
more radiance, and postludes can speak with the kind of confidence and bright-
ness that belong to the feast. Manual changes become more dramatic, the pedal 
can take a stronger role, and the full ensemble of the organ can be used in a way 
that feels liturgically earned. A festive registration on Easter is not simply louder. It 
is resurrection color, released at the right time. The contrast helps the congrega-
tion hear, and feel, that we have crossed into a new season.  

This is one of the great gifts of sacred music in the church year. It is not decorative 
background. It is pastoral, theological, and deeply formative. It teaches the ear 
how to pray, how to wait, how to lament, and how to rejoice. The organist’s choic-
es, what piece is played, how it is registered, how boldly or gently it speaks, partic-
ipate in that larger work of shaping the congregation’s worship across time. Even 
beyond Easter Day, that sense of festal color continues to unfold through Easter-
tide as the Church keeps singing resurrection, not as a moment, but as a season.  

And that, frankly, is one of the great joys of serving at the bench. We are not only 
playing notes. We are helping steward memory, expectation, and proclamation in 
sound.  

After our beautiful Ash Wednesday service, I had a conversation with James and 
Caitlin Vlosich that stayed with me. We spoke about music, worship, and the privi-
lege of serving the Church in this way, and I was reminded again how grateful I am 
to do this work at Trinity. Moments like that deepen my sense of calling and renew 
my desire to consecrate the gifts God has given me to His service.  



Notes From The Bench (Continued)   

I will be absent for four Sundays in March due to prior professional commitments. Trinity 
will be in excellent hands during that time: Lourie Stewart, former interim organist, will 
serve on March 8, and Huilin Shen, a piano performance D.M.A. student at West Virginia 
University and an organ studio-mate of mine, will serve on March 15, 22, and 29. I will 
also still be in the building part-time throughout March, preparing for Easter and continu-
ing that work behind the scenes. I look forward to being back at the bench on Easter Sun-
day.  

Rehearsals for Easter are already underway, and I am deeply grateful for the guest musi-
cians who will be serving that day: Lilli Back, Bailee Beckett, Carson Cheskawich, Mor-
gan Charley, Carissa Coffindaffer, Angelo Buffalini, Shaylee Groves, Jameson Loop, Jeff 
Martinec, Olivia Smith, and Aidan Swan. Please join me in thanking them for their time, 
preparation, and gifts. As rehearsals continue, please keep all who will serve in music this 
Easter in your prayers, that our work at the bench, in the choir loft, and in the sanctuary 
may give glory to God and help Trinity sing the Resurrection with joy.  
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MARCH  LESSONS 

3/1 Recognizing Our Debt to Others (Mark 12:28-34; James 2:14-17) 

3/8 Watching Our Consumption (Daniel 1:8-17; 1 Timothy 4:7-8) 

3/15 Giving to the Community (Deuteronomy 15:4-11; Matthew 25:42-25) 

3/22 Welcoming Others in Christ (Acts 10:9-15; Galatians 3:28-29) 

3/29 Waiting for God’s Peace (Isaiah 2:2-4; Acts 17:26-28) 

 

APRIL LESSONS  

4/5 Resurrection: The Future Hope (1 Corinthians 15:13–20, 51–58) 

4/12 Authority: Belonging to God (Mark 12:17; Romans 13:1, 6–8; 1 Peter 
2:13–17) 

4/19 Children: Gift and Model (Mark 9:36–37, 42; 10:13–16) 

4/26 Family: Distinct and Obedient (Deuteronomy 6:3–9; Matthew 19:3–
9) 

 

MAY LESSONS 

5/ 3 Christian Expectation of Grace (Jonah 3:1–5; 4:6–11) 

5/10 Work as Christian Duty (Genesis 2:15; Exodus 20:9; John 5:17; 9:4; 

Acts 20:33–35; 2 Thessalonians 3:6–12) 

5/17 Christian Manner of Justice  (Deuteronomy 24:14–21; Ephesians 6:5–
9; 1 Timothy 6:17–19) 

5/24 Christian Rhythms of Life (Mark 2:18–28) 5/31 Living in Christian 
Community  (Matthew 28:18–20; Hebrews 10:22–25)  
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Deadline for order: Sunday, March 22, 2026 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary for the Easter 
worship service and may be picked up after the service 
that day or during the week following Easter.  You may 
contribute a plant in memory or in honor of a loved one.  

Easter Flower Order: 
 

  

Lily _________($11.00)                        Mum _________($10.00) 

 

 

Tulips _______($10.00)                           Azalea ________($17.50) 

 

 

 3 Bloom Hyacinth ________($10.00)               

  

  

Given in Memory of:  

 

 

  

 

 

Given in Honor of:  

 

  

 

 

 

Given by:  

  

 

 

 

 

Amount Enclosed:  



March 29, 2026 

LIVE and ONLINE at 11:00 am. 



LIVE and ONLINE at 11:00 am. 



Palm Sunday Potluck Breakfast - March 24th 
@ 9:00 AM in the chapel.  Bring a dish to 
share (breakfast casserole, fruit or pastry). 
Place settings and beverages will be provided.  
 
Following the breakfast, we will stuff the 
eggs with candy for the Easter Egg Hunt. 



2026 Easter Flower Order: 
  

Lily _________($12.00)               Mum _________($11.00) 

Tulips _______($11.00)                    Azalea ________($20.00) 

   3 Bloom Hyacinth ________($11.00)               

  

Given in Memory of:  

 

_______________________________________________________ 

  

Given in Honor of:  

 

________________________________________________________ 

  

Given by: 

  

_________________________________________________________ 

  

Amount Enclosed: __________ 

Deadline for order: Sunday, March 22, 2026 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary for the Easter wor-

ship service and may be picked up after the service that day 

or during the week following Easter.  You may contribute a 

plant in memory or in honor of a loved one.  Please return 

the form with payment by March 22, 2026.   

 





On February 15th, the children of Trinity blessed us in a special way as 
they took to the stage to play “Jesus Loves Me” on bells. For more than a 
month, they practiced faithfully under the guidance of Barb Slavin  and 
Caitlin Vlosich. Week by week, their confidence grew, and their hard 
work truly paid off. 

As the familiar melody filled the sanctuary, it brought smiles to everyone 
in attendance. Yet perhaps the sweetest sight of all was the joy on the 
children’s faces when they finished. 

We are so grateful for the leadership of Barb, Vickie, and Caitlin, and for 
the willingness of our children to share their gifts. This performance is 
just the beginning, and we look forward to many more joyful moments like 
this in the days ahead. 







 

                               

 

 

Have you ever been in the car listening to the radio when a 
song from your childhood comes on? Even though it’s been 
years since you last heard it, somehow you still remember eve-
ry lyric. That happens to me all the time. 
 
I’ve noticed the same thing happens in my faith life. There are 
lessons I learned as a child about the Bible that still come back 
to me while I’m reading a devotion, singing a hymn, or listening 
to a sermon. It’s amazing how God uses memory. God plants 
seeds early that continue to grow throughout our lives. 

 
This month in Youth Group, we have begun learning all the 
books of the Bible in order. Knowing the order of the books is 
a simple but powerful tool that helps students navigate Scrip-
ture with confidence. To make it fun and memorable, we’re 
learning a catchy song called “Books of the Bible.” I have to ad-
mit… it works! I’ve caught myself humming it throughout the 
week. 
 
I love doing things like this because we aren’t just filling time,  
we’re giving our kids something they will carry with them for 
the rest of their lives. My hope is that someday, long after 
Youth Group, they’ll be opening their Bibles, searching for a 
passage, and suddenly that song will pop back into their minds… 
just like that childhood song on the radio. And in that moment, 
they’ll realize God has been forming their faith all along. 

 
James Vlosich 
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Interfaith Missions 

   Loaves & Fishes Ministries     
   A Few Feeding Many - Every Tuesday @ 10:00 a.m.  

 

Kindred Souls meets for a luncheon, & time of fellowship.  This is for 
single & widowed women. All women are welcome, not just church mem-
bers.  

The next luncheon is Wednesday, March 5th 11:30 am  at Nae Nae’s 

 For more information call Carol @ 724-438-0709 

Kindred Souls  

Book Journey will meet on Tuesday, March 17 11:30 am at Red Lobster.          
The book is “The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell” by Robert Dugoni.                                                                                        

Book Journey will meet on Tuesday, April 21, 11:30 am at Nae Nae’s                
The Book is “Lula Dean’s Little  Library of Banned Books” by Kirsten Miller.                                       

All are welcome! Contact Susan Fox at 724-970-9066 or sefox55@gmail.com   
     OR                                                                 
Cindy Jones at 724-437-7856 or cbjonz1@aol.com 

Loaves N Fishes Ministries – St Vincent – 30 lunches  

A Few Feeding Many – Every Tuesday @ 10:00 am. 

Trinity’s Blue Bird House: For those less fortunate than us. 

The Bird House is filled on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays. 

Interfaith Office Hours: Mon – Thurs. 9:00 am -2:00 pm. 

Supplies Needed: Small Water Bottles (8-10 oz) 
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James Vlosich, Discipleship Coordinator                                         
Bill Dreucci, Director of Music     

Badyn Woodford, Organist   
Barb Slavin ,Office Manager 

    Pete Vlosich , Assistant Custodian                                                              

Check your email for updates.  
Email the church office if you need 
to be put on the church email list. 

The Staff 


