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Starting September 7th we are going to have a small group that is available for young adults. The
small group will be going through a video series by Louie Giglio called “Who is Jesus?”. This topic is
great because this is a question that many people have. We mention Jesus’s name in church and
when we pray to Him at home, but have we ever taken the time to ask ourselves, “Who is Jesus?”
This young adult small group will be a weekly group that meets at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesdays
(starting 9/7). My wife Caitlin and I are going to host the group at our home. If you are interested in
joining this small group or know of any young adults, I encourage you to tell them about this small
group. Healthy churches grow further from having healthy relationships in the church. This is a
great way to create healthy, authentic relationships. Let’s spread the word!
Young Adult Small Group
Wednesdays beginning September 7th
5:00 p.m.

Things to be Grounded-On and Working-Toward.
1. College & Young Adult Sunday --- Transformational Relationships --- August 7
2. Strength in Principles --- August 14
3. Forgiveness – “So Watch Yourselves” – Luke 17:3-6 --- August 21
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Our Fellowship
Summer
Anniversaries
June
4—Richard & Ashley Franks (6 years)
15—Bill & Sandi Long (37 years)
23—John & Pam Barnhart (43 years)
July
12—Wayne & Amanda Workman (8 years)
30—Ben & Brittany Eddy (11 years)

Visit the church webpage,
www.trinityupc.com, to see the church
calendar.
Check your email for updates.
Email the church office if you
need to be put on the church
email list.

August
10—John & Terri Sharp (26 years)
17—Wayne & Elsie Workman (37 years)
20—Wade & Cindy McMahon (39 years)
25—Bill & Meg Cahn (32 years)
29—Charles & Dana Anderson (24 years)

Trinity United Presbyterian Church
79 W. Fayette Street Uniontown, PA 15401 ● 724-437-2709
www.facebook.com/trinityupc/ ● www.trinityupc.com
trinityupc@gmail.com
Reverend Jim Gear, Pastor
James Vlosich, Discipleship Coordinator
Bill Dreucci, Director of Music
Brett Vanderlaan, Organist/Chidlren’s Choir Director
Jen Starcher, Temporary Secretary ● Bill Thompson, Sexton
Ministers: All the Congregation

P age 3

Church News
Darts and Devotions
Every Thursday at 10:00 A.M.
Devotions by Doug Yauger
Join us for a great time of Devotion, coffee, snacks, and laughs!

Sundays 10-10:45am
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Pastor’s Article—Beginnings
The Beginning
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the
earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God
was hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that
the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and
the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning - the first day.
Genesis 1:1-5
“In the beginning”
Where are you? Near the beginning of your life or near the end (or
near the next beginning)? We all worry about physically dying. But how many of us worry about
not living enough? In other words - how many of us understand that when we physically die, we go
right away to be with Jesus and all of the saints in heaven? Are you concerned with living your life
to the fullest now and using your allotted time to the utmost? Or are you just trying to survive?
“Live Like You Were Dying” – Tim McGraw
“He said, "I was in my early forties, with a lot of life before me. When a moment came that
stopped me on a dime. I spent most of the next days, looking at the x-rays, and talkin' 'bout
the options, and talkin' 'bout sweet time". I asked him, "When it sank in that this might really be the real end, how's it hit you when you get that kind of news? Man, what'd you do?"
And he said, "I went skydiving. I went Rocky Mountain climbing, I went 2.7 seconds on a
bull named Fumanchu. And I loved deeper, and I spoke sweeter, and I gave forgiveness I'd
been denying". And he said, "Someday I hope you get the chance, to live like you were dying". He said, "I was finally the husband, that most of the time I wasn't. And I became a
friend a friend would like to have. And all of a sudden, going fishin', wasn't such an imposition. And I went three times that year I lost my dad. Well, I finally read the Good Book, and
I took a good, long, hard look at what I'd do if I could do it all again…Like tomorrow was a
gift, and you've got eternity to think about what you'd do with it. What could you do with it,
what did I do with it? What would I do with it?...”
“Darkness was over”
The dark side scares us, the evil in this world terrifies us. We shrink
back and wait for someone “stronger than us to take over”. Jesus is the strongest of all of us. He is
always ready to help us and send his Holy Spirit speedily to aid us whenever we need or ask him.
The Dark side, the evil side is over and done with --- Jesus is our protector. Stop trying to win your
battles alone, Let the strongest among us, Jesus, take over and win the battles for you. Put your
foot down and let “the Spirit of God hover” over you, today! Let God protect you today, against
all that is not right in the world!
Your friend in Christ, Pastor Jim

The Timeline (not to scale or in order)
Birth

Baptism

School
Jobs
Career
Children
Family

Service
Retirement

Action
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Pastor’s Article
The Six Great Ends of the Church
#1 of these is: The Proclamation of the Gospel
for the Salvation of Humankind
Our Trinity Church Mission Statement says, “Our Mission: to worship and serve Jesus Christ by proclaiming his Gospel to all persons. As servants of Christ, we will always be a community of love, hope, service and
reconciliation.” This is who we are. This is what’s important to us. This is what we strive to become. The Six
Great Ends of the Church is the same kind of thing – except it does this for the entire denomination.
The Six Great Ends of the Church
#1 The Proclamation of the Gospel for the Salvation of Humankind
#2 The Shelter, Nurture, and Spiritual Fellowship of the Children of God
#3 The Maintenance of Divine Worship
#4 The Preservation of the Truth
#5 The Promotion of Social Righteousness
#6 The Exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world
What a church provides, is a combination of purpose and meaning; these point to the essential purposes of
God, our Creator: to Love God, worship God and enjoy God forever (Westminster Confession). Remember
who you are, and why you are here!
Today we begin with the first Great End, “the Proclamation of the Gospel for the Salvation of
Humankind.”
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?,” wrote the psalmist. “God alone is my rock and
my salvation, my fortress; I shall never be shaken.” When we see the word “salvation” or “save” used in the
Hebrew Scriptures or by Jesus, Paul or the Apostles, they aren’t talking about the afterlife only, but about the
present moment. They are trusting God to rescue them, restore them, deliver them, or heal them right now.
(PCUSA)
We all need help. We need saving. Jesus brought “good news”. We are to proclaim the gospel; and “gospel”
means, literally, “good news.” When Jesus introduces his ministry, he’s speaking to Judeans. The Judeans
were a little colonized nation with an ancient history, and an understanding of themselves as God’s people.
God had delivered them and would continue to deliver them from slavery and injustice. This history means
the Judeans refused to be tamed by the Roman imperial machine. Jesus bursts on the scene with this scandalous message: “The time has come! Rethink everything! A radically new kind of empire is available – the Kingdom of God has arrived! Believe this good news, and defect from all human imperial kingdoms. Open your
minds and hearts like children to see things freshly in this new way, follow me and my words, and enter this
new way of living.” Wouldn’t it save us all if we lived like that?
The first Great End of the Church says we are to “proclaim” this good news. “Proclaim,” is not a word we use
every day. It points to something public, something deserving special emphasis. Proclaim doesn’t mean
“convert,” or “evangelize”, it means to “make something known”. But – why would we not make public, give
special emphasis to, treat as important the good news that could save the entire world?
How does the church proclaim the good news? St. Francis of Assisi’s most famous quotation is “Preach the
gospel at all times. When necessary, use words.” God calls us to live the Gospel and Proclaim God’s good news
in word and deed everywhere and at all times.
Bless you, dear friends!

Pastor Jim Gear
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Church News
T

he 2021/2022 Youth Group year was a fun and eventful journey with our students. Throughout the year I can remember the kids talking about their faith and the positive impacts that a
relationship with Christ has had on them. This is going to be a year of transition because we had six
kids that graduated from high school. Now the torch has been passed to a younger group and I
couldn’t be more excited. Something that has been special for me every year is how even though the
group changes, our focus remains the same. What is that focus? Jesus. As we talked about in the
summer with the students, Jesus is the reason we gather together. Without Jesus, we are just a social club. The Trinity Youth group wants to be more than a social club. We want to be world changers.
-James
Youth Group starts back up on Thursday, September 8th at 5:30.

W

e are now accepting enrollments for the 2022-2023 school year! The first day
of school is September 12. An open house is scheduled for August 8, 10, 15
and 17 from 10am-2pm.
If you didn’t know, our preschool currently offers two classes for children from 3-5
years of age. Classes are Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9am-11:30 and an
afternoon class from 12:30pm-3. We provide high-quality preschool curriculum focused on getting children ready for kindergarten while also starting them off with a
strong, spiritual foundation! Classes are taught by certified, experienced teachers.
For more information, contact director Emily Bowers at 724-812-2862.
If any church member is wanting to support the preschool, we would be grateful for
donations of white card stock, colored card stock, printer paper, tissues and Clorox
wipes.

P age 7

Music Department
Notes from the Bench
By

Brett Vanderlaan

A Modern Hymn Writer—Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

L

ast summer, I opened the

topic of hymn writers as a
subject for periodic consideration in this column. The focus
of that discussion was the 18th
Century poet and pastor, Isaac
Watts. This time, I want to turn
my attention to a more contemporary author of hymn texts,
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.
Carolyn was born in Virginia in
1961 and grew up in the Methodist Church. After graduating
from Lebanon Valley College,
she attended Princeton Theological Seminary and became
a Presbyterian pastor. She and her husband, Bruce, have
served as pastors at churches in Philadelphia, New Jersey,
Delaware, and New York State.
Carolyn has written over 400 hymns, published two
books of hymns, and has also co-authored ecumenical resources on parenting and families. Her hymn texts can be
found in a number of hymnal supplements and new hymnals (including Glory to God, the most recent Presbyterian hymnal), on many denominational websites, and in
various religious journals. Many of her hymns are written
to address specific issues or events, ranging from homelessness and Christian unity to the September 11 attacks,
devastating hurricanes or church dedications. She usually
writes her texts as poems and matches them to a familiar
hymn tune that has the same meter (or number of syllables per line). She is recognized for her accessible language and heartfelt imagery.
On a personal note, Carolyn and Bruce were co-pastors at
Limestone Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, Delaware
when I served as organist there in 2005-07. In fact, their
youngest daughter, Sarah, often babysat for Kai in his earliest years – spending many hours with him in the nursery at the church during rehearsals and services. I greatly
value those years of working with the Gillettes in ministry
at Limestone.
You may have noticed that here at Trinity, we have sung a

few of her hymns. They have been printed in the bulletin
with acknowledgment of her authorship, and have been
paired with the familiar tunes that she suggests. Hymns
we have sung by this living pastor-poet include:
“We Thank You, God, for Teachers”
“All the Music Sung and Played Here”
“Looking Back, O God, We Wonder”
“O God, Each Day You Bless Us”
I often turn to her books when looking for a hymn that
speaks to a specific theme in our worship, and I expect
that her words will enhance our worship in the future as
well.
Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God alone)
Note: References for material in this column:
“Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.” Wikipedia <https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carolyn_Gillette>
Gifts of Love: New Hymns for Today’s Worship,
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, Geneva Press, 2000.
Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God and Neighbor, Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, Discipleship Resources, 2009.

Announcement
Trinity Community Children’s Choir
to Resume in September
The Trinity Community Children’s Choir (TCCC) will resume its regular rehearsal schedule on Thursday, September 8, 2022. We meet from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. in
the Chapel on Thursdays from September through May
(except holidays).
The Children’s Choir is a weekly hour of fun, fellowship,
singing and learning for kids in grades 1-8. Activities include singing, playing instruments, and learning about
music. There is also a brief Bible story or message, and we
always end with a snack. The choir sings in worship at
Trinity every couple of months and has also participated
in other church and community events.
New singers are always welcome to join us. There is no fee
or audition, and children do not need to be affiliated with
Trinity. As we begin a new “season” in September, it is an
ideal time for children to try it out or join for the entire
year. Please share this opportunity with families that have
children in this age range. We are excited to get back together and “make a joyful noise!”

Our Mission is to worship and serve Jesus Christ by proclaiming his Gospel to all persons.
As servants of Christ, we will always be a community of love, hope, service and reconciliation.
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